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SUBJECT: STUDENT SITUATION 
REF: SEOUL 7784 

SUMMARY: SNU DECIDED ON "COOLING OFF PERIOD" WHILE OTHER SCHOOLS 
ARE ANNOUNCING EARLY EXAMS AS MEANS TO COPE WITH STUDENT PROTEST. 
EDUCATION MINISTRY ALSO REVEALED PLANS FOR ENHANCED CONTROL OF 
STUDENTS. ONLY TWO SMALL DEMONSTRATIONS REPORTED. 

2. SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY (SNU) ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCED AFTER 
DEANS' MEETING NOV 20 THAT SCHOOL WOULD HAVE A COOLING OFF PERIOD 
AFTER WHICH IT WOULD RESUME LECTURES AND HOLD FINAL EXAMS. ANN- 
OUNCEMENT SAID SEPARATE COLLEGES WOULD DECIDE LENGTH OF COOLING 
OFF PERIOD AND DATE OF EXAMS. EXAMS WOULD BE COMPLETED AND GRADES 
GIVEN BY FEBRUARY 20 AT THE LATEST. NEWS STORIES QUOTED EXPLANAT- 
ION BY DEAN OF STUDENT AFFAIRS KIM CH'OL-SU THAT HOME ASSIGNMENTS 
GIVEN AS SUBSTITUTE FOR CLASS ATTENDANCE DURING MARTIAL LAW 
PERIOD LAST YEAR PROVED UNSATISFACTORY. THEREFORE, SNU WOULD HAVE 
MAKE-UP LECTURES AND WOULD WITHHOLD CREDIT FROM STUDENTS WHO DID 
NOT TAKE FINAL EXAMS. 

2. YONSEI AND KOREA UNIVERSITY FACULTY MEETINGS NOV 20 FAILED TO 
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DECIDE ON END OF SEMESTER SCHEDULE. MEANWHILE, CLASSES ARE SUS- 
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PENDED AT KOREA AND BOYCOTTED AT YONSEI. 

3. MOST OF SEOUL'S LESSER UNIVERSITIES HAVE ANNOUNCED DATES FOR 
FINAL EXAMS WHICH WILL BE THIS WEEK OR NEXT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
GOVT GUIDANCE REPORTED REFTEL. IN ADDITION, PRESS REPORTS THAT 
PROVINCIAL UNIVERSITIES ARE PLANNING ON EARLY EXAMS. 

4. MINISTRY OF EDUCATION ANNOUNCED DECISION AT MEETING OF GOVT 
OFFICIALS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS NOV 20 TO CHANGE CRITERIA AND 
TIGHTEN CONTROLS ON GOVT SCHOLARSHIPS. IN ADDITION TO PRESENT 
REQUIREMENT OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE RECIPIENTS WOULD HAVE TO 
MEASURE UP IN BEHAVIOR. IDEOLOGY, PERSONALITY AND RECORD OF CON- 
TRIBUTING TO GOOD OF THE STATE. STUDENT HOLDING SCHOLARSHIP 

WOULD BE UNDER GUIDANCE OF A FACULTY MEMBER WHO WOULD HAVE POWER 
TO TERMINATE STIPEND IMMEDIATELY IF STUDENT DEVIATED FROM THESE 
STANDARDS. 

5. EARLIER, EDUCATION MINISTRY ANNOUNCED PLANS TO SEND ABOUT 
1,700 STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS ON TOURS OF INDUSTRIAL SITES DURING 

WINTER VACATION. 

6. ABOUT 200 STUDENTS AT HANKUK SEMINARY NOV 20 MET ON CAMPUS 
AND MARCHED ONTO STREET, WHERE THEY WERE TURNED BACK BY RIOT 
POLICE. ONLY OTHER REPORTED PROTEST ACTIVITY WAS A ''SMALL" MEET- 
ING ON CAMPUS OF KONKUK UNIVERSITY. 

7. COMMENT: PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY GENERAL KIM CHONG- YOM TOLD 
AMBASSADOR GOVT HAD "GIVEN UNIVERSITIES THE OPTION" OF ENDING 
CLASSES AND MOVING UP DATES OF FINAL EXAMS. HOWEVER, HE SAID 
THAT IN THE CASE OF SNU GOVT IS CONFIDENT IT CAN MAINTAIN CONTROL 
OF SITUATION AND DECIDED TO LET SCHOOL REMAIN OPEN. DESPITE KIM'S 
COMMENT.SCENARIO AT SNU IS NOT CLEAR. SNU DEAN HAS TOLD US 
SCHEDULE FOR REMAINDER OF SEMESTER WILL BE DECIDED AT SERIES OF FACULTY 

MEETINGS IN NEXT DAY OR TWO. HE PREDICTED THAT LAW COLLEGE WOULD 
CONTINUE TO SUSPEND CLASSES UNTIL FEBRUARY, WHEN EXAMS WOULD BE 
GIVEN. HE PREDICTED SEVERAL OTHER SNU COLLEGES WOULD FOLLOW SAME 
PATTERN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SEOUL 07818 201057Z 

8. EDUCATION MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENT REPORTED PARA 5 ABOVE IS PART 
OF NEW GOVT APPROACH TO STUDENT PROBLEM MENTIONED EARLIER BY 
PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY GENERAL TO AMBASSADOR. GOVT'S AIM IS 
OBVIOUSLY TO PUT FAR GREATER DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY ON INDIVIDUAL 
STUDENT AND FACULTY MEMBERS TO INSURE GOOD BEHAVIOR. IN PAST, ROK 
CIA HAD ARRANGED STUDENT INDUSTRIAL TOURS AND WE BELIEVE PARA SIX 
ANNOUNCEMENT IS EFFORT TO EXPAND AND REGULARIZE SUCH TOURS UNDER 
MORE RESPECTABLE AUSPICES. 
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